
Overton Jane Austen Trails

Explore Overton 
as it would have been in 

Jane Austen’s time

This project is funded by the UK government through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund

Overton in 
Jane Austen’s Time

A 2.5 mile walking trail on country lanes, 
streets and pavements.

Allow 1 hour at a leisurely (2.5mph) pace.

For Overton to Steventon trails  see 
www.overtonjaneaustentrails.org or scan QR code.

Getting here:

Start at the information board on the Community 
Centre forecourt OS Grid Ref: SU 51500 49676
qualify.revives.goofy (what3words)

Train: Overton is on the London Waterloo to 
Exeter line, see www.nationalrail.co.uk

Car: Park at the car park on Overton Hill 
OS Grid Ref: SU 51749 49671
crusher.fabricate.huddle (what3words)

Bus: 76 and 86, www.stagecoachbus.com

Thank you for respecting our neighbours’ privacy 
while enjoying these trails. 

Many locations on this trail are private homes.

Jane Austen 
1775 to 1817
Jane Austen, one of the world’s 
most famous authors, was born 
in 1775 in Steventon, within 
walking distance of Overton.

Jane’s father, the Revd George 
Austen, was the rector at St 
Nicholas church in Steventon 
and Jane and her family lived 
in the Rectory until 1801.

During her 25 years living in this area, Jane 
wrote early versions of Pride & Prejudice, 
Sense & Sensibility and Northanger Abbey.

Jane’s brother, James Austen, 
became curate at Overton in 
1790 and lived in Overton 
Vicarage and then Court 
House, overlooking the village 
as it still does today.

In Jane’s time Overton was 
a busy place with its sheep 
market, merchants, traders, coaching inns and the 
local post office - all Jane’s letters from Steventon 
are postmarked Overton.

According to Jane Austen expert, Deirdre Le 
Faye, in Jane Austen’s Country Life, ‘The Austens 
would obviously have visited James while he was 
living at Overton whether at Overton Vicarage or 
Court House.’

Enjoy walking in the footsteps of Jane Austen.

© National Portrait 
Gallery, London

St Mary’s Church and 
Court Farmhouse by 
Inigo Millard, 1785

Overton in 
Jane Austen’s Time
A two and a half mile walking trail 

Start at the information board on the 
Community Centre forecourt.

Overton Community Centre is 
built on the site of the  New 
Inn, opened in 1776 to 
capitalise on traffic on the 
newly opened turnpike road.

The  New Inn  was the post 
office and all Jane Austen’s letters 
from Steventon were 
postmarked Overton. 

On the wall outside the library is the  Trafalgar 
Way plaque: on 5th November 1805 Lieutenant 
Lapenotiere stopped at Overton to change horses on 
his journey to London bringing news of victory at 
Trafalgar and the death of Lord Nelson. 

Move to the crossroads sign on the corner of Winchester Street 
and the High Street.

Winchester Street, with its wide road, was built 
to accommodate markets and fairs.  There was a 
market house in the centre of the road here, which 
had been demolished by 1796.

Overton was noted for its sheep fairs and in 1778 
there were three annual fairs with the July fair 
being described in 1798 as ‘the most capital fair for 
lambs in the county.’

The building on the corner 
opposite would have been familiar 
to Jane as she travelled to and 
through Overton. 

The  White Hart 
across the road was  a busy 
coaching inn in Jane Austen’s 
time and a stopping off point 
for the twice-daily mail coach 

between London and Exeter. 

Cross at the traffic lights and turn left along the High St.

Across the road is a row of shops in buildings dating 
from the 16th century.

In 1798 Overton was described as ‘a neat little town’ 
with grocers, fishmongers, tailors and corset-makers 
listed amongst its merchants.

Jane wrote to her sister in that same year that ‘The 
Overton Scotchman has been kind enough to rid me 
of some of my money, in exchange for six shifts and 
four pair of stockings.’ 

On your right see the 18th century 
building, number 26  High Street, 
with the old beam on the left gable. 

Continue to the junction with Bridge 
Street with the Red Lion opposite.

In Jane’s time the owner of the  Red Lion  was 
William Paice. In 1789 the Prince of Wales stopped 
at the  Red Lion  whilst on a hunting trip. Jane’s 
brother, James, occasionally hunted with the 
Prince of Wales and the Kempshott pack under the 
mastership of Mr William Poyntz.

Jane later dedicated her novel,  Emma,  to the Prince 
of Wales, by then Prince Regent, at his ‘invitation’.

Turn right onto Bridge Street.

The thatched cottages on the left date from the 
18th century with an older timber-framed core.

Continue to the end of  Bridge Street crossing the river.

At the corner on your left is the Old Rectory, 
site of  Overton Vicarage in Jane Austen’s time.   
On becoming curate at Overton in 1790, Jane 
Austen’s brother, James, moved into  Overton 
Vicarage  before moving to  Court House.

Ahead, on the hill, is  Court 
House.  James married Anne 
Mathew in Laverstoke in 1792 
and moved here from ‘the very 
small vicarage house’. 

 

Turn right into Church Road to see St Mary’s Church.

Jane Austen’s brother, James, 
became curate at  St Mary’s 
Church  in 1790.

Retrace your steps and continue up 
Court Drove.   As the road bears right, 
turn left into Silk Mill Lane and follow 
the road to a pair of metal gates on your left.

Through these gates was  Overton Silk Mill, a 
five storey mill built in 1769 by Thomas Streatwells 
and by 1790 run by Bryan Troughton. 

Continued overleaf 

Artistic impression from floor plans of the New 
Inn by Donald Moss, from Overton and its National 
School by Alison M. Deveson

Overton postmark from Jane Austen 
letter, ©Jane Austen House

By Tony Morris, 2005

A two and a half mile 
circular walking trail

For further information, 
route maps, detailed trail 
directions and Jane Austen 
references scan the QR code 
or visit the website:
www.overtonjaneaustentrails.org
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In 1786 the R
evd Jam

es F
ordyce visited 

the m
ill and saw

 190 girls em
ployed, 

calling them
 ‘happy children…

in 
know

ledge, virtue and piety’. T
he 

pom
pous M

r C
ollins reads F

ordyce’s 
Serm

ons to the B
ennet sisters in  P

ride 
&

 P
rejudice. 

In 1801 Jane A
usten’s beloved friend, M

rs L
efroy, 

describes a visit to the  Silk M
ill.

C
ontinue dow

n Silk M
ill L

ane and at the junction continue 
ahead to Southington M

ill on your left.

O
riginally know

n as L
ynch 

M
ill, in 1761 the m

ill w
as 

leased to the P
ortal fam

ily 
(w

ho ow
ned the paper m

ill at 
L

averstoke and are m
entioned 

frequently in Jane’s letters).

M
r T

roughton’s Silk M
ill, 

1826, H
am

pshire R
ecords 

O
ffi

ce T
O

P
245/2/4

R
etrace your steps and turn right into Southington L

ane to cross 
tw

o bridges and continue to the m
ain road. Turn right to glim

pse 
a view

 of Parsonage Farm
house.

P
arsonage F

arm
house w

as the offi
cial residence 

of the rector w
hen he visited O

verton.   In Jane 
A

usten’s tim
e the rector w

as the R
evd W

illiam
 

B
uller w

hose son, R
ichard, w

as a pupil of Jane’s 
father at Steventon R

ectory and rem
ained friends 

w
ith Jane throughout his life.

R
etrace your steps back along the m

ain road passing 
Southington L

ane on your left and then T
ithe C

ottage, 
a 17th century G

rade II building, on your right.

P
ass  Southington C

ottage  on 
your left

 and  B
utcher’s C

ottage  
on your right, tw

o G
rade II listed 

houses w
ith parts from

 the 17th to 
19th centuries.

N
ote, on the right, an early 18th century  m

ilestone  
m

arking 54 m
iles from

 L
ondon, 8 m

iles from
 

B
asingstoke and 10 m

iles from
 A

ndover - one of a 
series on the B

asingstoke and A
ndover turnpike road 

w
hich w

as opened in 1754.

Turn right and clim
b D

ellands L
ane.   Turn left at the top.

T
his corner w

as the site of  
O

verton
 W

ork
hou

se. B
uilt 

around 1800 as a response to 
concerns by local landow

ners 
about the ‘exorbitant poor rate’, 

but also out of concern for the 
condition of the poor. 

D
uring 1802 to 1803, 38 people w

ere adm
itted to the 

w
orkhouse (those w

ho w
ere able w

ould be found 
w

ork - m
any at the  Silk M

ill) w
ith a further 154 

receiving ‘outdoor relief’ in the form
 of paym

ents to 
help support them

.

C
ontinue along D

ellands and dow
n G

reyhound L
ane to 

W
inchester Street.

N
ote the 18th century thatched 

cottages on the other side of 
W

inchester Street.

Turn left on to W
inchester Street. 

O
n the right is Sprents L

ane, the site of  Sprents 
A

cadem
y. F

rom
 about 1786, W

illiam
 Sprent ran a 

fee-paying school here for ‘Y
oung G

entlem
en’.

O
n your left

 is the  G
reyhound. In Jane A

usten’s 
tim

e, John B
artelotte w

as the innkeeper.   L
ook back 

at the old tim
bering in the northern w

all. 

A
s you w

alk dow
n W

inchester Street, on your 
right,  look out for  R

ow
an H

ouse, hom
e of the 

apothecary, R
obert B

rookm
an in Jane’s tim

e and  
Y

ield H
ouse, an 18th century house. C

ontinue w
ith  

F
inders K

eep, another 18th century house on the left
. 

C
ontinue dow

n W
inchester Street until you reach the crossroads 

and the end of the trail.

A
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Southington C
ottage


